
Cousins Jimmy Goss (left) and Deacon Vanmetre (right) 
squabble briefly after a snowball fight. Their grandmother 
resides in the pictured apartment complex that was formerly 
the original Methodist church in the village of Corning, Ohio.

Corning 
Ohio
The remains of a once prosperous mining town in 
Perry County



Eight-year-old Jimmy Goss snacks on Cheetos while playing 
outside in Corning, Ohio, on January 29, 2011. Several months 
ago, Jimmy was caught stealing food from John’s Place, a gas sta-
tion and convenient store in the village. Rather than have Jimmy 
arrested for shoplifting, he was given a warning. 

(From left) Larry Duffy, Larry Moody, David James, and Wanda Fisher discuss 
city regulations on water piping on private property on February 25, 2011. During 
the weekdays, Larry, Larry, and Wanda volunteer at Corning’s food pantry, which 
permits qualifying households to receive food supplies once a month. David James 
works for the village and manages the EMS team. 



A school bus drives down highway 13 in Corning, Ohio, on February 8, 2011. Children 
from surrounding towns attend Miller High and Millercreek Elementary schools in 
Corning. Before the construction of these schools, each town had its own elementary 
and high schools before merging into Southern Local with dwindling town populations. 



A girl holds her parents hand during prayer at Saint 
Bernard’s Catholic Church in Corning, Ohio, on January 
22, 2011.  Since closing Catholic churches in Shawnee, New 
Straightsville, and Moxahala, members have to travel to 
Corning or New Lexington to attend mass. Before the down-
sizing, Saint Bernard’s used to have a private Catholic school 
and a convent for nuns. Now the old school house building 
is used for bingo or small events. 

(Bottom left) During free play at the Head Start Center 
in Corning, Ohio, children play computer games, paint, 
or play make believe on March 10, 2011. The Center is 
a government-funded program for low-income families 
to educate preschool aged children. 

(Center left) The Ladies Auxiliary Club hosts a Valen-
tine’s Day dance at the Eagles Club in Corning, Ohio, 
on February 12, 2011. 

(Bottom right) During recess for the afternoon session at the 
Head Start Center, Lillian rides one of three tricycles owned by 
the center in Corning, Ohio, on March 10, 2011.

(Bottom center) Condensation creates a misty fog over the 
storefront window of the closed Old Hardware Store Coffee 
Shop in the village of Corning, Ohio, on January 18, 2011. The 
owners shutdown the store last fall when a dispute with the 
previous owner over a breach of contract for not replacing the 
roof could not be resolved. This is one of numerous businesses 
to close in recent decades. In the village’s coal mining heyday, 
there were four bars, a Ford dealership, Levi jeans store, 
several groceries, a peanut shop, a movie theater, and a few gas 
stations. All that remains now of local commerce is the Eagle’s 
Club, the Hair Factory Salon, Altier Oil, and John’s Place gas 
station and convenient store. 



During Sunday service at Bethany United 
Methodist Church in Corning, Ohio, Jayden 
McCord hugs her grandmother. Jayden had 
been receiving treatments for cancer that 
was found around her spine up until several 
months ago. Though struggling with physi-
cal ailments, Jayden continued to participate 
in cheerleading and live a normal child’s life. 

Sophia Compston waits on the civic center stage during basketball practice for third graders from Millercreek Elementary School on February 24, 2011. Formally the high and 
elementary school in Corning, the building was refurbished through a grant and now serves as a community center and government office building. 



Nights in Corning, Ohio, are typically quiet and only the 
village’s commerce area is equipped with street lights. 

After taking the mic from Shark Week’s Nicholas Weiner at a 
heavy metal concert in Corning, Ohio, on March 12, 2010, a 
fan improvises lyrics to a track.  



(Top) A United States Flag mural is painted on the 
side of the Holland Center in Corning, Ohio. A 
new addition to the village, it was created after a 
building burned down exposing the brick wall. 

While hiding from his cousin during a snowball fight, nine-year-old 
Deacon Vanmetre hides in the apartment complex’s laundry room. 
Rather than walk out the door where his cousin may be waiting with a 
snowball, Deacon attempts to open the window to make an escape. 

An annual poker tournament is hosted in the 
garage of Jimmy Fisher, Jr. in Corning, Ohio, on 
February 12, 2011. Participants brought potluck 
food, alcohol, and deep fried twinkies. With three 
chip tables and one cash table, the tournament 
went on until three in the morning. 

(Bottom) Dave Parker    celebrates his birthday 
with friends at the Eagles Club during the Valen-
tine’s Day dance on February 12, 2011. 



Domestic remnants from a dilapidated shed are strewn outside 
an abandoned house in Corning, Ohio. Based on the 2010 Cen-
sus, 44 of the 279 housing units in Corning, Ohio, are vacant 
and approximately thirty-five percent of the population is under 
the poverty level in comparison to ten percent for the nation. 

Dan Martin of Glouster, Ohio, sits on the porch of a vacant house 
in Corning, Ohio. Having no job and suffering from alcoholism, 
Dan spends most of his days sitting on the porch or in front of the 
Old Hardware Store Coffee Shop. To make money, Dan will run 
errands or shovel snow for his neighbors. In the evening, he returns 
to his brother’s home, Pete Martin, where there is no running water. 



Girls play on a plastic teeter-totter during recess at the Head 
Start Center on March 10, 2011 in Corning, Ohio. Students’ 
families of the afternoon session are responsible for transport-
ing their children to and from the Center while the morning 
session’s students are bused in from Glouster, Ohio. 

Patrons dance at the Valentine’s Day themed dance at the Eagles Club in 
Corning, Ohio, on February 12, 2011. The Ladies Auxiliary Club hosted.



Michelle Davis drags in a plastic covered wooden frame used for the annual haunted house during Halloween at Corning’s civic center on February 20, 2011. The top floor of the center is used for storage, a room dedicated to the remnants of Corning’s 
history, a commercial space for a local photographer, and a room of mattresses rented out to hunters the night before deer season officially opens every year. 


